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can go and see them now." He led the way with
alacrity.
The Red Army children, or hsiao hung kweitze
("little red devils"), are famous in China. They are
the messengers of these peasant armies, entrusted with
the gathering of information, and often with secret
missives of considerable importance. For a child can get
through where a man or a woman might be suspect.
Drilling in a sunless courtyard we found a group of
some forty youngsters, still in their black prison uni-
forms, with black peaked caps. All of them had been
released from the prisons of Sian after the "Double
Twelfth," where they had been held as "dangerous
and subversive elements." They were all ages between
ten and sixteen.
"You see what Nanking makes war on!" said
our guide, the student commander of the youthful
company. With a smile he presented us to the "shock-
brigader" of this Children's Vanguard. This was a
solemn-faced youngster of eleven, who thrust out his
chest valiantly and tried to look like a hero. "He
worked in the Intelligence Service, and brought over
two Government regiments to the Reds." It sounded
fantastic, but was by no means impossible.
Most of the group were from Szechuan, and had
been attached to the 4th Red Army Corps under the
command of Hsu Hsiang-chien. Some of them had no
families; many were the sons of landless labourers
or poor peasants who had followed the Red Army
from their native villages. Two or three came from
Kiangsi and Hunan, and had made the long march
across seven provinces to the North-west. Although
they were so young, they carried themselves and
spoke like men: there was a steady look about their